
 
 
 
Senate Passes Bond Proposal 
Last Thursday, the state Senate approved a $1 billion bond proposal (SB 533) designed to diversify 
Michigan’s economy and provide job opportunities for Michigan workers.  The Senate plan earmarks 
at least fifty percent of the bond to be used for life-science technology businesses. The plan also limits 
the amount of administrative costs that can be covered by the bonds to three percent.  While the 
Senate plan does call for a constitutional amendment in order to allow a vote in an odd-numbered year 
(2005), it does not allow for the state to take an equity stake in any private companies. SB 533 is 
currently awaiting action by the House of Representatives Appropriations Committee. 
 
 
Education Committee Explores Dropout Age & Merit Award Program 
The Senate Education Committee, chaired by Senator Wayne Kuipers, heard testimony on Senate Bill 
4 this week. This legislation would raise the legal dropout age to 18 for all students beginning with 
students entering the sixth-grade in the 2005-2006 school year. The committee heard from several 
people on both sides of the issue and agreed to allow further discussion at a later date.  Additionally, 
the Senate Appropriations Higher Education Subcommittee and the Senate Education Committee 
jointly heard testimony from Central Michigan University regarding the Governor’s Merit Award 
Proposal.  CMU agreed that the Governor’s current proposal would significantly disadvantage 
incoming college freshmen. Discussions on the Michigan Merit Award will continue next week. 
 
 
Long-Term Care Office
The Governor signed an executive order on June 9 that creates a Long-Term Care Supports and 
Services Office. This office will be part of the Department of Community Health and can be reached 
at 517-373-3740. 
 
Primarily, this office will assist in the development and implementation of policy and strategies 
related to the Long Term Care Task Force. 
 
 


